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The upcoming event will showcase the broader 
context of design science principles seen in many 
systems and communities—varied connections 
to our natural world and sustainable system, 
innovation and planning initiatives. Past design 
science symposia have wonderfully showcased 
the aesthetics and innovation possible at the 
intersection of design and science. In 2019, the 
symposium will shift to demonstrate how, through 
multiple cultural lenses, this framework can address 
the complex, real world problems we face today.

As we live in a world rich with multiple biomes, living 
entities, and cultures, it is crucial to recognize and 
apply these diverse life forms, social forms, and ways 
of knowing to support robustness in societies. All 
voices are necessary and we believe that in order to 
achieve progress and enhance our connection to the 
Earth, we need to encourage variety and plurality in 
how communities move toward a sustainable and 
nature-connected future. 

Equitability and inclusivity on multiple scales
are essential to not only make the world work for 100% 
of humanity, but all of the biosphere. To this end, the 
upcoming symposium aims to incorporate various 
cultural perspectives, knowledge systems, ways of 
relating to nature and creative problem solving. It 
will share and challenge what we know and question 
our preconceived notions of what human-nature 
relationships, sustainability, and innovation look like.

SUMMARY
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Co-hosted by the RISD Nature Lab, RISD Library,
and the Synergetics Collaborative, the symposium 
will bring together multiple speakers and workshop/
breakout session leaders that explore varied 
approaches to a holistic relationship with nature 
and natural systems, sustainable|nature inspired 
making, and community development. 

We invite makers, artists, designers, scientists, 
social scientists, educators, farmers, botanists, 
historians, technologists, community leaders, 
writers, collaborators to submit an abstract
 (1 page maximum) that emphasizes how your work 
fits within any of the following themes:
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Ways of Knowing—
Challenging Predominant 
Understandings of Epistemologies:
How do alternative and inclusive ways of knowing 
nature address environmental challenges and 
support a resilient environment? 

Current and Future Communities
How can moving from a global to a local community 
perspective in sustainability foster robust futures 
while supporting local needs and initiatives? 

Rebuilding Solidarity with Nature
How can moving away from an anthropocentric 
approach to sustainability both support biodiversity 
and strengthen societies? 

Equitable Technology
How can innovative technology, practices and 
artifacts be applied to systemic change?

Narratives—
Valuing Cultural Inclusion
How can efforts towards a healthy and sustainable 
future be informed by the values and perspectives of 
traditional, indigenous, and non-western communities?

1

2

3

4

5

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Photo by Kevin Dooley. Licensed under CC Attribution 2.0 Generic

designscience.risd.edu



The Nature Lab offers unmediated access to 
authentic natural history specimens, while also 
fostering creative inquiry into biomimetics, 
biophilic design, ecology, and climate change. 
High-end microscopes, high-speed cameras and 
other advanced imaging systems give members 
of the RISD community access to living and non-
living specimens at multiple scales and provide 
an engaging platform for examining myriad 
connections between artistic and scientific study. 
The Nature Lab furthers RISD’s hands-on approach 
to learning by enabling students to investigate 
ethical, sustainable modes of making
informed by natural systems and designed to 
benefit the environment. Ultimately, it helps 
everyone who makes use of our resources better 
understand and articulate the role we play as 
humans in the ecosystem.

ABOUT THE NATURE LAB

Rhode Island School of Design is a private,
nonprofit college founded in Providence, RI in 1877—
making it one of the first art and design schools in 
the US. Approximately 2,480 students from around 
the world are engaged in liberal arts studies and 
rigorous, studio-based learning at RISD, where they 
choose from 19 studio majors and earn bachelor’s 
or master’s degrees in the fine arts, architecture, 
design or art education. Each year, more than 5,800 
children and adults also access our specialized 
studio facilities through RISD |CE courses. RISD has 
consistenly been ranked among the best educational 
institutions in the world for art and design.

ABOUT RISD
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The Synergetics Collaborative is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization dedicated to bringing 
together a diverse group of people with an interest 
in Buckminster Fuller’s Synergetics in face-to-
face workshops, symposia, seminars, and other 
meetings to educate and support research and 
understanding of the many facets of Synergetics, 
its methods and principles.

ABOUT SYNERGETICS 
COLLABORATIVE

Founded in 1878, the RISD Library is one of the oldest 
independent art college libraries in the country. 
Begun in a bookcase in the Hoppin Homestead 
building, the books were moved to the Waterman 
Building when it opened in 1893, settling in a number 
of rooms before relocating to what is now the Nature 
Lab, a proper library with a librarian, Eliza Buffington, 
in 1909. Outgrowing that location, the RISD Library 
moved to an elegant space in the newly built College 
Building in 1937.

Library collections include more than 166,000 
volumes and 338 periodical subscriptions (print) 
and offer unusual depth and richness in the areas of 
architecture, art, design and photography. The library 
is noted for its artists’ book collection, its rare books 
and visual and material resource collections.

In the summer of 2006 the Library moved into a new 
facility in the first two floors of the former Rhode 
Island Hospital Trust bank at 15 Westminster Street 
directly across the river from the RISD Auditorium.

The magnificent banking hall serves as the 
library’s main reading room, while the second floor 
accommodates a new reading room for Archives and 
Special Collections as well as space for the Materials 
and Picture Collections.

ABOUT THE RISD LIBRARY
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